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Public  Health  Department, 
CHEADLE. 

3rd  November,  1950, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council 
of  Cheadle  and  Gatley,  X 

Mr,  Chairman,  Miss  Johnson  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report 
Health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1949, 

I regret  the  delay  in  presentation  hut  as  Members  are 
aware,  I have  been  short  staffed  on  the  Clerical  side  for  a good 

portion  of  the  year. 


There  is  not  much  to  comment  on.  The  Vital  Statistics 
continue  satisfactory;  the  Infantile  Mortality  is  the  lowest  that  wo 
have  ever  had  and  there  has  again  been  no  maternal  death  during  the 
year. 

This  report  will  be  printed  in  conjunction  x'ith  the 
report  to  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  but  I desired  to  circularise 
this  report  previously  in  duplicated  form  to  save  further  delay. 

The  joint  appointment  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer, 
Divisional  School  Medical  Officer  and  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  continues  and  is  definitely  of  value, 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  the  Members  of 
my  Staff  for  the  help  they  have  given  me  during  the  year  and  also  to 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  given  by  other  Officials 

of  the  Council, 

I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

DAVID  G.  ANDERSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


STAFF: 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

D,G.  ANDERSON,  M.3.  Ch.B.  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector : 

T.  HAYES,  M.S.I.A. , C.R.S.I.  + 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector: 

L.G.  WILLIAMS,  C.R.S.I.  + 

+ Holds  the  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 
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Joint  with  Divisional  Health  Committee 


SECT IOW  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  . 5,299 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  resident  population  (mid  1949)  31,620 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1949)  according  to  rate  books 


10 , 349 

Rateable  Value  (end  of  1949)..... £256,966 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (estimated) £ 1,038 


Social  conditions:  The  district,  where  built  up,  is  almost 
entirely  residential,  but  there  is  a a considerable  area  which 
is  rural  in  character. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR, 

(after  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  as  furnished  by 

the  Registrar  General.  ) 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Total  ...  « « « coc 

Legitimate.  o • o . o . 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 

Illegitimate  births  per 


Total 

Male  s 

Females. 

9 * © 

477 

246 

231 

© * • 

462 

238 

224 

9 ft  e 

15 

8 

7 

the  estimated  resident  population  15.1 
1,000  live  births. ••  ...  ...  31.4 


STILLBIRTHS. 


Total 


Male; 


T L''-l  ...  ...  ...  »i*6  11  6 
Legitimate.  ...  . • *>  ...  10  6 
Illegitimate  ...  o.o  ..o  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  ... 
Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population. 


Female! 

5 

4 

1 


...  24.0 
...  0.35 


DLA.THS  (All  Causes). 


Total  Males  Females 

339  174  165 


Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  ,Crude#>#  10.7 

population...  Correction  11.1 


DEATH S FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

"("Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar-General’s 

Short  List) : - 


Death  rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and  Still) 
Deaths.  Births. 


Wo.  29  - Puerperal  and  Post 

Abortive  Sepsis...  - 
No.  30  - Other  Maternal 

Causes. ...........  - 

Total  Maternal  Causes. - 


DEATHS  OF  IWFJTT3  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

Total  Males 

T o tal  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  7 

Legitimate 10  7 

111 f -t  i t ima  to...  ...  ...  — — 


Females. 

3 

3 


DIATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

All  infants  per  i,000  live  "births 21 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  "births  22 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  "births  ... 

COMPARISON  WITH  ENGL,,ND  ALT)  WALES. 


Birth 

Rate. 

Cheadle  & G-atley  Urban 

District. • . . 15. 1 

England  and  Wales. 16.7 


Death 

Maternal 

Infant 

Rate. 

Mortality 

\ 

Mortality, 

11.1 

— 

21 

11.7 

0.98 

32 

DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  SPECIAL  CAUSES:  - 

C ancer  (ail  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages)...  ...  ... 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)..  ... 

Diarrhoea  funder  2 vrs  of  age)... 
Influenza  ( all  ages) • ...  ... 

Pneumonia  ( all  ages) . ...  ... 

Tuberculosis  - Pulmonary  (all  ages) 


• • • 
• • ♦ 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 


• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • « • • • 

• • • • • • 

* • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 


• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 


• . • 62 

• • t 

...  1 

. . a 2 

. . . 2 

. . . 9 

...  7 


There  have  not  been  any  cases  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have 
been  specially  noteworthy  in  the  area.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any 
conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which  appear  to  have  had  a pre- 
judicial effect  on  health. 


(a) 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  SECTION. 


Staff. 

A list  of  staff  is  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report. 


Duties: 

’"The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  restricted  from  private 
practice  and  is  Medical  Officer  for  the  Urban  Districts  of  Alderley 
Edge,  Cheadle  & G-atley  and  ’Wilms low.  He  is  also  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  for  the  Cheadle  and  Wilmslow  Divisional  Health  Committee  of  the 
Cheshire  County  Council.  The  boundaries  of  the  Division  coincide  with 
his  area  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  also  with  the  Education 
Division. 


The  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  full  time  in  the  employment  of  the 
Council.  The  Council  is  now  directly  responsible  for  the  control  of 
pests  and  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  the  Inspector  of  Hackney 
Carriages. 

( b ) Laboratory  Facilities. 

Practically  all  the  Laboratory  work  in  connection  with  the  pre- 
vention of  disease  is  naw  dealt  with  by  the  Regional  Public  Health 
Laboratory  situate  at  Monsall  Hospital,  but  a small  number  of  specimens 
are  still  dealt  with  at  the  Stockport  Infirmary  and  Stepping  Hill 
Hospital  Pathological  Departments. 

( c)  Ambulance  Facilities,  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics,  and  Nursing 

in  trie  Home. 

All  these  are  fully  dealt  with  in  the  Divisional  Report." 

( d)  Hospitals. 

The  change-over  has  made  little  difference  in  regard  to  the 
hospitals  which  are  utilised  for  the  district,  but  it  does  appear  to 
have  made  it  more  difficult  to  deal  with  the  aged  and  chronic  sick. 

* SECTION  C. 

SASITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

( a ) Water  Supply: 

There  has  b^en  no  alteration  in  the  water  supply  in  the  e-tfca,  the 
only  extensions  being  to  new  houses.  It  continues  to  be  satisfactory 
both  in  quality  and  quantity.  The  bacteriological  examinations  of  the 

- 3 - 


supply  have  "been  made  by  the  supplying  council.  Water  is  not  liable 
to  havo  a plumbo- solvent  action  and  no  contamination  has  been  detected, 
therefore  there  has  been  no  necessity  for  any  action, 

(b)  Dr, inage  and  Sewage. 

No  extensions  other  than  for  new  housing, 

( c)  Public  Cleansing: 

No  change  - a weekly  collection  has  been  maintained  except  for 
holidays, 

( d)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area, 

Herewith  is  the  Statistical  Record  for  the  year  1949>  supplied  by 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr,  T,  Hayes: 

STATISTICAL  RECORD  FOR  THE  YBAR  1949. 


Nature  of  Inspection. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Informal 

Notices 

V is  its. 

Defects. 

Served 

Coinpliei 

with. 

Dwelling  Houses  (Undefined) 

1375'"' 

759 

293 

293 

Verminous  Premises 

15 

— 

— 

- 

Rodent  Control 

121 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

186 

11 

11 

9 

Farms 

63 

- 

- 

- 

Dairies 

127 

- 

- 

- 

Schools 

31 

- 

- 

- 

Shops 

149 

11 

11 

7 

Food  Manufactories 

73 

- 

- 

- 

Bakehouses 

31 

— 

— 

— 

Infectious  Diseases,  etc. 

109 

- 

- 

- 

Caravans 

38 

- 

- 

- 

Drainage 

342 

273 

121 

121 

Keeping  of  Animals 

27 

10 

5 

5 

Total  Visits: 

2687 

10  64 

441 

435 

In  connection  with  the  above  Statistical  Record,  all  action  necessary 
to  remedy  the  defects  set  out  was  confined  to  the  Public  Health  Act, 

During  the  year,  defects  in  houses  which  were  of  a reasonable 
standard  were  repaired  promptly  by  the  owners  concerned,  but  houses 
which  are  definitely  sub-standard  - and  which  would  have  been  the 
subject  of  Housing  Act  procedure  for  clearance  - have  deteriorated 
further,  but  so  far  as  possible  those  houses  have  been  maintained  in 
a wind  and  weatherproof  condition. 

In  addition  to  the  visits  set  out  in  the  Statistical  Record  a 
further  688  houses  were  inspected,  measured  and  recorded  in  accordance 
with  the  Overcrowding  Provisions  of  the  Housing  Act.  There  were  no 
serious  cases  of  overcrowding  amongst  these  houses,  within  the  meaning 

of  the  Act. 

In  connection  with  the  work  under  the  Infestation  Order,  the 
Council’s  rat  catcher  has  carried  out  treatments  in  accordance  with  the 
table  set  out  below.  The  free  service  of  rodent  destruction  was 
continued  to  dwelling  houses.  Lost  of  the  works  in  the  district  are 

being  dealt  with  by  agreement.  The  10%  test  bait  carried  out  on  the 
sewerage  system  of  the  district  was  again  negative, 

RODLNT  CONTROL: 

Number  of  properties  and  treatments 


carried  out  during  the  year  1949.  __  Number.  Treatments. 


Local  Authority  surface 

3 properties 

7 

27 

Business  Premises 

25 

256 

Private  Dwellings 

314 

314 

Total: 

346 

597 

4 


/ 


' 


DISINFESTATION: 


No  disinfestation  was  carried  out  on  any  premises  in 
respect  of  Dugs,  during  the  year*  • 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS : 

Some  29  pigs  were  slaughtered  in  the  district  under  the 
Self-suppliers  Scheme  operated  by  the  Ministry  of  Pood.  All  these 
were  inspected  and  found  to  he  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  consumption. 

The  following  table  gives  the  list  of  other  foodstuffs 
condemned  during  the  year:- 


Meat  and  other  Food : 

Beef  - home  hilled  100  lbs. 

Bacon  18|  lbs. 

Pigs  feet  4 cwts. 

Beef  sausage  53  lbs. 

Butter  ' 27f  lbs. 

Cheese  (Gorgonzola)  14  lbs. 

Tinned  Goods: 

Marmalade  5 tins. 

Fruit  4 ” 

Fruit  Juice  1 " 

Salmon  2 " 

Tomatoes  1;  " 

Evaporated  Milk  43  " 

Tinned  Peas  4 11 

Tinned  Vegetables  1 " 

Puddings  2 " 

Soups  2 " 

Tinned  Fish  170  " 

Tinned  Moat  8 " 

Meat  Paste  1 " 

3eetroot  .........  30  jars 

Honey  1 " 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING: 

(a)  Existing  Houses. 

Inspections  have  been  continued  but  only  action  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  has  been  possible. 

(b)  New  Houses. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  1949  was  as  follows :- 


Council: - 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Houses  completed  ...  ... 

• • • 

437 

44 

Houses  under  construction... 
Houses  approved  but  not  yet 

• ♦ • 

35 

nil 

commenced  • ...  ... 

• • • 

16 

nil 

Toto.1  •••  •••  • • • 

• • • 

488 

44 

Private  Enterprise: 

Houses  completed 

• • • 

179 

Houses  under  construction... 
Houses  for  which  licences  had 

• • • 

been 

1 

issued  but  not  yet  commenced 
Total  .....  ...  ... 

Nil 

180 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  ;JID  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply: 

The  results  again  show  a slight  improvement.  There  have  been 
few  complaints  of  bad-keeping  qualities. 
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I would  estimate  that  75%,  of  the  milk  supplied  in  this  district 
is  now  either  pasteurised  or  heat-treated, 

A tabular  statement  of  results  of  examination  of  samples  is 
given. 

MEAT  AM  OTHER  FOODS. 

See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report  (above). 

SECTION  F, 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

( a)  General. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  each  disease 
notified  during  the  year*  The  number  of  original  notifications  is 
given  and  also  the  number,  after  correction  of  the  diagnosis  by  the 
attendant  Medical  Practitioner,  or  in  view  of  subsequent  history  in 
hospital: 


Disease : 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  

Erysipelas  

Pneumonia 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis... 

Food  Poisoning  

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  . 


Original 

4-9 

7 

8 
4 
9 

253 
71 

401 


Corrected 

49 

7 

8 
4 
9 

253 
70 

400 


The  only  diseases  that  call  for  comment  were:- 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  and  in  all  four  cases  paralysis  was 
present  but  none  were  fatal. 

Of  the  nine  cases  of  food  poisoning,  two  were  undoubtedly  home 
infections  but  the  other  seven  were  part  of  a much  larger  outbreak 
in  surrounding  areas  due  to  meat  pies  produced  in  one  district  but 
widely  distributed.  The  quick  correlation  of  the  various  apparently 
unconnected  outbreak  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  giving  informa- 
tion to  the  various  Medical  Officers  of  Health  was  of  great  value. 

( b)  Tuberculosis, 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  and  mortality  from 
this  disease  during  the  year: 

Respiratory  Non-Re spiratory. 

Males. Females. Total,  Males. Females, Total. 

New  cases  (i.e.  Primary 

Notifications  including  8 5 14  1 1 2 

Armed  Forces  discharges) 

Deaths 4 1 5 2-2 

REPORT  ON  FACTORIES  -,ND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  following  report  gives  information  regarding  the  work  under 
the  Factories  Act  in  this  district: 

1.  Inspections  for  Purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  ( including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) : 
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' 


Number 

Number  of 

Owners 

Premises  on 

Inspections 

written 

Prose- 

Register 

notices 

cuted. 

_ ID...  la) 

Li)  _ _ 

...  _L5) 

. W6l  . 

( i)  Factories  in  which  Section 

1,2, 3,4,  and  6 are  to  toe 
enforced  toy  Local 
Authorities  87  93 

( ii) Factories  not  included 

in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  toy  the  Local 
Authority  39  65 

(iii) other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  toy  the 
Local  Authority, 

( excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

25  28 


7 nil 


8 nil 


5 nil 


Total  151  186  20  nil 


2. 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 

Found  Remedied 


Referred  toy 
H.M. Inspector 


Want  of  cleanliness  ...  • • • 6 6 

Sanitary  Conveniences  unsuitatole 

or  defective,  •••  5 2 


1 

3 


Total 11  8 4 

NO  OUTWORK* 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  DLATHS  (l949) 


Cause  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

. -- 

Typhoid  paratyphoid  fevers. 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever. 

- 

- 

Scarlet  fever. 

- 

- 

Whooping  cough. 

1 

- 

Diphtheria. 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system. 

4 

1 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

2 

- 

Syphilitic  diseases. 

- 

- 

Influenza. 

- 

2 

Measles. 

- 

- 

Acute  poliomyelitis  & polioencephalitis. 

- 

- 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis. 

- 

- 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (m) 
Cancer  of  uterus  (f). 

4 

3 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

6 

2 

Cancer  of  breast. 

- 

6 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites. 

19 

22 

Diabetes, 

2 

2 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions. 

15 

27 

Heart  disease. 

49 

39 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system. 

15 

21 

Bronchitis. 

9 

6 

Pneumonia, 

5 

4 

Other  respiratory  diseases. 

4 

- 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum. 

4 

2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age). 

2 

- 

A opendicitis. 

1 

mm 

Other  digestive  diseases. 

5 

4 

Nephritis. 

2 

1 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis. 

- 

- 

Other  maternal  causes. 

- 

- 

Premature  birth. 

- 

- 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury, 

infantile  diseases. 

1 

3 

Suicide. 

1 

2 

Road  traffic  accidents. 

1 

- 

Other  violent  causes. 

3 

2 

All  other  causes. 

19 

16 

All  causes: 

174 

165 

Note : - The  number  given  refers  to  the  Registrar  General’s 

Short  List  based  on  the  fifth  (193$)  Revision  of  the 
International  List  of  Causes  of  Death. 


